
STATE OF IOWA 1 

BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL EXAMINERS 2 

Grimes State Office Building – 400 East 14th Street 3 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0147 4 

 5 

Minutes 6 

January 15, 2015 7 

 8 

The Board of Educational Examiners (Board or BoEE) held its monthly meeting on 9 

January 15, 2015.  Laura Stevens, Chair, called the meeting to order.  Members 10 

attending were Sara Arnold, Dr. Brad Buck (arrived at 11:30), Dan Dutcher, Brenda 11 

Garcia, Dr. Larry Hill, Mary K. Overholtzer, Dr. Andy Pattee, Dr. Jay Prescott, Erin 12 

Schoening, Dr. Anne Sullivan (arrived at 12:30 and left the meeting at 1:30) and 13 

Richard Wortmann.  Also in attendance was Duane Magee, Executive Director, Darcy 14 

Lane, Attorney/Investigator, and Renner Walker, Assistant Attorney General.   15 

 16 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Jay Prescott, to approve the agenda.  MOTION 17 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   18 

 19 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Sara Arnold to approve the consent agenda.  Roll 20 

call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – absent; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – abstain; 21 

Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan 22 

– absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.   23 

 24 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, that the Board go into closed 25 

session for the purpose of discussing mental health information pertaining to a 26 

licensee, whether to initiate licensee disciplinary proceedings and the decision to be 27 

rendered in a contested case, pursuant to Iowa Code sections 21.5(a), (d) and (f).  Roll 28 

call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – absent; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; 29 

Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan 30 

– absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.   31 

 32 



Larry Hill moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, that in case number 14-110,  1 

the Board find that, although one or more of the allegations in the complaint may be 2 

substantiated by the witnesses interviewed in the course of the investigation [and/or] 3 

the documents gathered in the course of the investigation, and the allegations may 4 

constitute a technical violation of the board’s statute or administrative rules; the 5 

evidence before the board indicates that adequate steps have been taken to remedy 6 

the violation and to ensure that incidents of a similar nature do not occur in the 7 

future. The Board will not pursue formal disciplinary action in this matter.  Roll call 8 

vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer 9 

– yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; 10 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 11 

 12 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that in case number 14-117, 13 

the Board find that, although one or more of the allegations in the complaint may be 14 

substantiated by the witnesses interviewed in the course of the investigation [and/or] 15 

the documents gathered in the course of the investigation, and the allegations may 16 

constitute a technical violation of the board’s statute or administrative rules; the 17 

evidence before the board indicates that adequate steps have been taken to remedy 18 

the violation and to ensure that incidents of a similar nature do not occur in the 19 

future. The Board will not pursue formal disciplinary action in this matter.  Roll call 20 

vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer 21 

– yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; 22 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 23 

 24 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that in case number 14-129, the 25 

Board find that, although one or more of the allegations in the complaint may be 26 

substantiated by the witnesses interviewed in the course of the investigation [and/or] 27 

the documents gathered in the course of the investigation, and the allegations may 28 

constitute a technical violation of the board’s statute or administrative rules; the 29 

evidence before the board indicates that adequate steps have been taken to remedy 30 

the violation and to ensure that incidents of a similar nature do not occur in the 31 

future. The Board will not pursue formal disciplinary action in this matter.  Roll call 32 

vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer 33 

 2 



– yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; 1 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 2 

   3 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, that in case number 14-135, 4 

the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 5 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(5)(a)(3), and order 6 

this case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; 7 

Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; 8 

Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.  9 

  10 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-112, the 11 

Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 12 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 13 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 14 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 15 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 16 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 17 

 18 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-113, the 19 

Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 20 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 21 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 22 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 23 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 24 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 25 

 26 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-114, the 27 

Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 28 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 29 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 30 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 31 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 32 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 33 

 3 



Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-115, the 1 

Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 2 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 3 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 4 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 5 

yes; Overholtzer – no; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 6 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 7 

 8 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-136, the 9 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 10 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e), and order this 11 

case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia 12 

– yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; 13 

Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 14 

 15 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that in case number 14-137, the 16 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 17 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e), and order this 18 

case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia 19 

– yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; 20 

Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 21 

 22 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, that in case number 14-138,  23 

the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 24 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e), and order this 25 

case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia 26 

– yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; 27 

Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 28 

 29 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that in case number 14-139, the 30 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 31 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e), and order this 32 

case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia 33 
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– yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; 1 

Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 2 

 3 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-4 

140, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions 5 

of the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e), and 6 

order this case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – 7 

yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – 8 

yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 9 

 10 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-121, the 11 

Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 12 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 13 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 14 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 15 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – recused; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 16 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.  (Duane Magee left the room 17 

during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 18 

 19 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, that in case number 14-20 

122, the Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 21 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 22 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 23 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 24 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – recused; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 25 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.  (Duane Magee left the room 26 

during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 27 

 28 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-123, the 29 

Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 30 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 31 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 32 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 33 
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yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – recused; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 1 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.  (Duane Magee left the room 2 

during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 3 

 4 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-5 

111, the Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 6 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 7 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 8 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 9 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 10 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.   11 

 12 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that in case number 14-127, 13 

the Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 14 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 15 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 16 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 17 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 18 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.   19 

 20 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that in case number 14-128, 21 

the Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 22 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 23 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 24 

matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – 25 

yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 26 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 27 

 28 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 13-29 

111, the Board accept the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender 30 

and that the Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with 31 

no possibility of reinstatement.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – 32 
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yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – 1 

yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 2 

 3 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that in case number 13-129, the 4 

Board accept the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender and that the 5 

Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with no 6 

possibility of reinstatement.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – 7 

yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – 8 

yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 9 

 10 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, that in case number 14-47, 11 

the Board accept the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender and that 12 

the Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with no 13 

possibility of reinstatement.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – 14 

yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – 15 

yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 16 

 17 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-144, the 18 

Board accept the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender and that the 19 

Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with no 20 

possibility of reinstatement.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – 21 

yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – 22 

yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 23 

 24 

Mary K. Overholtzer moves, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that in case number 14-25 

75, the Board accept the stipulation and settlement submitted by the parties, and 26 

issue an Order incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed 27 

upon sanction.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – 28 

yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens 29 

– yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.  (Duane Magee left the 30 

room during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 31 

 32 
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Mary K. Overholtzer moves, with a second by Larry Hill, the Board initiate review of 1 

the proposed decision in case number 14-26, In the Matter of Renae Hindman, to 2 

examine the appropriateness of the sanction with respect to the Respondent’s special 3 

education endorsement.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; 4 

Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; 5 

Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.  (Renner 6 

Walker left the room during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 7 

 8 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia, that the Board not initiate review of 9 

the proposed decision in case number 14-51, In the Matter of Steven Parmley, and 10 

allow the proposed decision to become the final decision of the Board unless an appeal 11 

is taken by one of the parties within the time allowed by rule.  Roll call vote: Arnold – 12 

yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – 13 

yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  14 

MOTION CARRIED.  (Renner Walker left the room during the discussion of this case 15 

in closed session.) 16 

 17 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 13-18 

76, In the Matter of Sara Gott, the Board issue an order adopting the opinion dated 19 

January 15, 2015, as its final decision, denying oral argument, adopting the proposed 20 

decision’s findings of fact in their entirety, adopting certain conclusions of law and 21 

modifying other conclusions of law such that the respondent’s copying of testing 22 

materials constitutes unethical behavior.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; 23 

Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; 24 

Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION 25 

CARRIED.  (Renner Walker and Darcy Lane left the room during the discussion of this 26 

case in closed session.  Gretchen Kraemer, conflicts counsel, was present in closed 27 

session during the discussion of this case.) 28 

 29 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Larry Hill, to extend the 180-day deadline 30 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 14-95, based upon the amount of 31 

time needed to complete the investigation due to pending criminal charges.  Roll call 32 

vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – abstain; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; 33 

 8 



Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; 1 

Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 2 

 3 

The following cases were discussion in open session:   4 

 5 

Background/Procedural History:  This case was received on August 18, 2014.  The 6 

board found probable cause on November 7, 2014.  Hearing is set for February 10, 7 

2015.  Larry Hill moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, to extend the 180-day 8 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 14-94, based upon the 9 

need to conduct the hearing and the need to review the proposed decision. MOTION 10 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   11 

 12 

Background/Procedural History:  This case was received on August 19, 2014, 2014.  13 

The board found probable cause on November 7, 2014.  Hearing is set for February 6, 14 

2015.  Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Larry Hill, to extend the 180-day 15 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 14-96, based upon the 16 

need to conduct the hearing and the need to review the proposed decision.  Roll call 17 

vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – 18 

recused; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; 19 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 20 

 21 

Brenda Garcia moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that the Board issue an order 22 

extending the deadline for completion of the ethics course set forth in the stipulation 23 

and order in case number 14-25 until April 1, 2015.  MOTION CARRIED 24 

UNANIMOUSLY.   25 

 26 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Larry Hill, that the Board issue an order 27 

amending the Notice of Hearing/Statement of Charges in case number 14-60, to 28 

strike Paragraph 8, removing Count II of the Statement of Charges.  Roll call vote: 29 

Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – recused; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; 30 

Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – recused; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; 31 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 32 

  33 
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Background/Procedural History:  Kevin Freeman’s license was suspended for six 1 

months in a board order dated March 31, 2014.  He was ordered to complete a 2 

psychological evaluation and the ethics course.  He has submitted documentation of 3 

completion of these requirements, along with a request for reinstatement.  Richard 4 

Wortmann moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, that in case number 13-85, the 5 

Board grant the Respondent’s request for reinstatement and issue an order stating the 6 

basis for the suspension no longer exists and it will be in the public interest for the 7 

license to be reinstated.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia 8 

– recused; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – 9 

recused; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 10 

 11 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, to approve the closed session 12 

minutes for November 7, 2014.   Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – 13 

yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – abstain; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; 14 

Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION 15 

CARRIED.   16 

 17 

Board Member Reports: 18 

The Board discussed this morning’s legislative reception that was held at the Capitol 19 

prior to the board meeting.  Several legislators stopped by to visit with board members 20 

regarding some of the recently amended rules as well as the Board’s advocacy agenda 21 

for the 2015 session which includes:  amending the timeline for the resolution of 22 

ethics complaints; giving districts more flexibility in hiring coaches; aligning state 23 

laws; and correcting the state code. 24 

 25 

Executive Director’s Report 26 

BoEE apparel is now available to order online for BoEE staff and board members.  An 27 

email will be sent with instructions on how to order and the deadline for ordering. 28 

 29 

The Healthy Menus Pilot Project is underway – effective December 1, 2014 through 30 

June 30, 2015.  The purpose of the pilot is to test the use of the dietary and 31 

sustainability guidelines when making menu choices when meals and/or snacks are 32 
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needed for meetings.  The pilot has been implemented by the Department of Health, 1 

Department of Education and the Iowa Economic Development Authority. 2 

 3 

Executive Director Magee reviewed the financial report.   4 

 5 

Mr. Magee was invited to speak at the Governor’s weekly press conference on January 6 

12th regarding the Military Exchange License.  Brooke Johnson who is a military 7 

spouse from Council Bluffs also spoke.  8 

 9 

Mr. Magee reminded the Board to email him discussion items/topics for the upcoming 10 

board retreat in June to be held in Ottumwa.  Richard Wortmann will assist with 11 

lining up some possible guest speakers.    12 

 13 

Communication from the Public: 14 

None. 15 

 16 

Rules: 17 

Adopt:   18 

Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, to adopt the proposed changes 19 

to Chapter 14 – Special Education Endorsement Requirements, amended in light of 20 

public comment.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; 21 

Hill – no; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – 22 

yes; Sullivan – yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 23 

  24 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, to adopt the proposed 25 

changes to 13.17(4) – Military Exchange License.  MOTION CARRIED 26 

UNANIMOUSLY.   27 

 28 

ARRC Review Pending: 29 

None. 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 
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Notice:  1 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, to file under notice of intended 2 

action, the proposed change to chapters 13, 16, 18, 20, 22, 23 and 24 – Ethics 3 

training as a requirement for renewal.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   4 

 5 

Items for Discussion: 6 

Discussion continued regarding licensure renewal options.  The Board will receive 7 

updates on current BoEE discussion regarding competency based renewals, CEUs, 8 

and various renewal options and practices available in other states.  9 

  10 

Career and Technical changes for clarification:  creates a clear distinction between 11 

fully-licensed teachers and those seeking authority through experience by changing 12 

the title to “authorization” instead of “license;” requires that a school district is 13 

wishing to hire the applicant; provides clarity to the definition of “recent” experience; 14 

creates an updated list of required coursework; and eliminates redundant 15 

endorsements for teachers. 16 

 17 

Chapter 12 – Fees:  Changes to simplify Chapter 12 will allow for fewer rule changes in 18 

the future if licenses or authorizations are added.   19 

 20 

Chapter 13 – Teacher Licenses and Endorsements:  Changes to remove significant 21 

redundant language from Chapter 13 when otherwise referenced in Department of 22 

Education chapters or within our own chapters elsewhere were discussed.   23 

 24 

Behind-the-wheel authorization classroom instruction:  There was discussion to allow 25 

holders of the driver’s education endorsement to maintain a behind-the-wheel 26 

authorization but with classroom instruction authority. This is particularly beneficial 27 

to the holders of initial licenses who end up teaching driver’s education only (since 28 

they do not have an unlimited number of renewals). This will also benefit holders of 29 

expired licenses who want to continue to teach driver’s education to be able to instead 30 

maintain this authorization annually with relevant renewal training.    31 

 32 

 33 
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Petitions for Waiver: 1 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, that in PFW 14-12 Lisa deMeyer, the 2 

Board deny the wavier.  Reasons for denying:  Ms. deMeyer has three years of practical 3 

and professional field experience, and is licensed in ESOL in Kansas, having passed 4 

an ESOL Praxis exam.  She has not completed coursework that meets the requirement 5 

of 18 hours for an Iowa ESL endorsement.  Time and expense required to complete 6 

necessary coursework has generally not been considered an undue hardship.  The 7 

board has, in unique and limited circumstances, waived a small portion of licensure 8 

coursework requirements based on redundancy due to past experiences.  However, the 9 

request at hand is to waive approximately 18 hours of required coursework and not 10 

simply one class, field experience, or practicum.  The waivers cited in Ms. deMeyer’s 11 

petition were much more limited in scope than the present request to waive almost the 12 

entirety of the coursework requirement for the endorsement.  (According to the 13 

consultant who evaluated Ms. deMeyer’s materials, she currently has 3 hours that 14 

could count toward this endorsement, and the requirement is 18 hours.)  Granting the 15 

petition for waiver could cause prejudice to the rights of others who are required to 16 

complete coursework to obtain the corresponding endorsements.  The Board does not 17 

grant licensure or endorsements based on assessments passed by the applicant.  18 

Granting this petition could prejudice the rights of others who have similarly passed 19 

assessments in other states in particular subject areas, but are still required to 20 

complete the required coursework under the Iowa rules.  Additionally, the Board 21 

denied a similar waiver request, 13-11.  That petitioner had taught ESL for seven 22 

years and passed required ESL assessments in Texas, but did not have the required 23 

coursework.  The Board found there was not clear and convincing evidence that 24 

experience and assessment in lieu of the full 18 hours required for the endorsement 25 

would provide equal protection of public health, safety, and welfare.  Roll call vote: 26 

Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; 27 

Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; 28 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 29 

 30 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, that in PFW 15-01 Kevin Autry, 31 

the Board grant the wavier.  Reasons for granting:  Mr. Autry completed the 32 

coursework required for a substitute authorization and submitted an application to 33 
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the Board.  His application was denied on or about December 10, 2014, because his 1 

bachelor’s degree is not from a regionally accredited institution, as required by rule. 2 

Based on the limited authority granted by the substitute authorization, as well as Mr. 3 

Autry’s master’s degree in education from a regionally accredited institution, the 4 

Board found it would be an undue hardship to deny Mr. Autry’s request to waive the 5 

requirement of a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution.  The Board 6 

has granted waivers in similar cases.  In light of this precedent, the Board found 7 

granting the waiver would not cause prejudice to the substantial legal rights of any 8 

person.  The substitute authorization carries limited authority, as the holder cannot 9 

serve for extended periods of time in one assignment.  The Board found that granting 10 

the waiver, under the circumstances set forth above, would not compromise public 11 

health, safety, and welfare.   Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; 12 

Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; 13 

Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 14 

 15 

Reports/Approvals 16 

Phil Wise provided a legislative update.   17 

 18 

The following reports were reviewed by the Board:  Annual Rules Report; Annual Fees 19 

Report; Annual Home Base Iowa Report; Annual Report of Iowa Licensure Renewal 20 

Programs; Military Spouse Report. 21 

 22 

Background Check Fees Increase:  The BoEE currently charges fees of $52 for in-office 23 

electronic background checks and $65 for remote or hard copy background checks for 24 

applicants applying for their first BoEE license.  The original reason for this difference 25 

in fees was to encourage applicants to use the electronic fingerprinting service option.  26 

The $52 fee for in-office background checks does not cover the cost of completing and 27 

evaluating these required background checks and creates coding issues within the 28 

new licensing system.  Additionally, the BoEE currently absorbs all costs associated 29 

with background checks for licensure renewal applications.  The BoEE staff requests 30 

the Board approve an increase from $52 to $65 for all in-office electronic background 31 

check fees.   32 
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Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Larry Hill, to approve an increase from $52 to 1 

$65 for all in-office electronic background check fees, effective immediately.  Roll call 2 

vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia – yes; Hill – yes; Overholtzer – 3 

yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Schoening – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – absent; 4 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.    5 

 6 

The BoEE staff also requests that each renewal applicant be charged $1 to cover the 7 

costs of the registry checks.  The executive director is currently researching all costs 8 

associated with completing and evaluating required background checks and will 9 

present that information at the June board retreat.   10 

 11 

There being no further business, Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Richard 12 

Wortmann, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 1:57 p.m. 13 

 14 

 15 
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