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 9 

The board held its monthly meeting on May 9, 2014.  Laura Stevens, Chair, called the 10 

meeting to order.  The telephonic meeting was held to avoid requiring board members’ 11 

travel and expense, to discuss professional practices settlements and to review time-12 

sensitive proposed decisions.  Members attending were Sara Arnold, Dr. Larry Hill, 13 

Mary K. Overholtzer, Dr. Andy Pattee, Dr. Jay Prescott (joined at 4:10 p.m.), Dr. Anne 14 

Sullivan and Richard Wortmann.  Also in attendance was Duane Magee, Executive 15 

Director, Darcy Lane, Attorney/Investigator, Jim McNellis, Investigator and September 16 

Lau, Assistant Attorney General.  Dr. Brad Buck, Dan Dutcher, Brenda Garcia-Van 17 

Auken and Ann Lebo were unable to attend. 18 

 19 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, to approve the agenda.  MOTION 20 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   21 

 22 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, to approve the consent 23 

agenda.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   24 

 25 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, that the Board go into 26 

closed session for the purpose of discussing the decision to be rendered in a contested 27 

case, pursuant to Iowa Code section 21.5(f).  Roll call vote:  Arnold – yes; Hill – yes; 28 

Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Prescott – absent; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – yes; 29 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 30 

 31 



Mary K. Overholtzer, moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, that the Board 1 

initiate review of the proposed decision in case number 13-78 In the Matter of 2 

Trent Prather, to examine the issues raised in the Notice of Appeal of Proposed 3 

Decision filed by the State.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (September 4 

Lau and Jim McNellis left the room during the discussion of this case in closed 5 

session.)   6 

 7 

Mary K. Overholtzer, moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, that the Board not initiate 8 

review of the proposed decision in case number 13-81 In the Matter of Dawn 9 

Batchelder, and allow the proposed decision to become the final decision of the Board 10 

unless an appeal is taken by one of the parties within the time allowed by rule. 11 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (September Lau and Jim McNellis left the 12 

room during the discussion of this case in closed session.)   13 

 14 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, that in case number 14-01, 15 

that the Board accept the stipulation and settlement submitted by the parties, and 16 

issue an Order incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed 17 

upon sanction.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 18 

 19 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, that in case number 13-143, 20 

that the Board accept the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender and 21 

that the Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with no 22 

possibility of reinstatement.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 23 

 24 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Mary K. Overholtzer, that in case number 10-25 

53, that the Board accept the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender 26 

and that the Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with 27 

no possibility of reinstatement.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 28 

 29 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, to extend the 180-day deadline 30 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 13-130, based upon the amount of 31 

time needed to complete the investigation due to pending criminal charges; the need to 32 

 2 



conduct the hearing; and the need to review the proposed decision. MOTION 1 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   2 

 3 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, to extend the 180-day deadline 4 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 13-146, based upon the amount of 5 

time needed to conduct the hearing and the need to review the proposed decision. 6 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 7 

 8 

Case numbers 10-07, 13-131 and 13-138 were discussed in open session. 9 

 10 

Background regarding this case: Respondent has complied and completed the 11 

requirements set forth in the stipulation and order dated January 20, 2011.  12 

Respondent has completed the suspension period which was 12 months and has also 13 

completed an ethics course. Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, 14 

that in case number 10-07, that the Board grant the Respondent’s request for 15 

reinstatement and issue an order stating the basis for the suspension no longer exists 16 

and it will be in the public interest for the license to be reinstated.  MOTION 17 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 18 

 19 

Background regarding this case:  This case was received on November 18, 2013.  The 20 

initial letter to the respondent was returned due to an outdated address.  The board 21 

found probable cause on March 14, 2014.  Hearing has been set for June 9, 2014. 22 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, to extend the 180-day 23 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 13-131, based upon the 24 

amount of time needed to complete the investigation due to difficulties in contacting 25 

the respondent because of outdated contact information; the need to conduct the 26 

hearing; and the need to review the proposed decision. MOTION CARRIED 27 

UNANIMOUSLY.   28 

 29 

Background regarding this case:  This case was received on November 27, 2013.  The 30 

board found probable cause on February 14, 2014.  Hearing has been set for June 24, 31 

2014.  Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, to extend the 180-32 

day deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 13-138, based upon 33 
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the need to conduct the hearing and the need to review the proposed decision. 1 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   2 

 3 

Sara Arnold moved, with a second by Larry Hill, to approve the closed session minutes 4 

for April 11, 2014.    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 5 

 6 

Communication from the Public: 7 

None. 8 

 9 

Rules: 10 

Adopt:   11 

None. 12 

 13 

Notice: 14 

None. 15 

 16 

Discussion: 17 

None. 18 

 19 

Board Member Reports: 20 

None. 21 

 22 

Executive Director’s Report: 23 

NASDTEC Conference:  Those board members, who will be attending the conference 24 

on June 8-10, 2014, in Kansas City, were reminded to work out the details regarding 25 

attendance with Board Secretary Kim Cunningham. 26 

 27 

Petition for Waiver: 28 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, that in PFW 14-05 Jean Lin 29 

Hussey, the board deny the Petition for Waiver.  Reasons for denial: On April 14, 30 

2014, the Board received a Petition from Jean Lin Hussey requesting a waiver of the 31 

rule for the preliminary native language teaching authorization.  See 282 IAC 32 

22.5(272).  Ms. Hussey immigrated to the United States from Taiwan in 1986.  In 33 
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2010, she received a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from William Penn 1 

University, but has not obtained teacher licensure to date because she has not passed 2 

the assessments required to complete a teacher preparation program.  In order to 3 

obtain the preliminary native language teaching authorization, an applicant must 4 

achieve the set cut score on the applicable assessment approved by the Iowa 5 

Department of Education.  The applicable assessment for teaching Chinese is the ETS 6 

Praxis II exam in Chinese (Mandarin): World Language.  Ms. Hussey attempted this 7 

exam once and did not achieve the cut score set by the Department of Education. The 8 

native language teaching authorization was created to provide a pathway for native 9 

speakers of a foreign language to teach that language to students.  The preliminary 10 

authorization does not require any verification of competency in the native language 11 

other than the assessment mandated by the Department of Education.  The 12 

assessment at issue in this petition is the ETS Praxis II exam in Chinese (Mandarin): 13 

World Language.  The Pinyin system used in the test is used by Taiwan, China, and 14 

the United Nations.  The Board finds that the assessment requirement does not 15 

impose an undue hardship.  The preliminary native language teaching authorization is 16 

relatively new.  Therefore, there have been no waiver requests to date regarding the 17 

rule in question.  The Board finds that granting the waiver request could prejudice the 18 

substantial legal rights of others seeking licensure and employment as foreign 19 

language teachers who are required to pass the applicable assessments.   The 20 

assessment requirement at issue is intended to ensure knowledge of content in the 21 

language the applicant wishes to teach.  The rule does not include any other 22 

mechanism for ensuring this knowledge of content.  Roll call vote:  Arnold – yes; Hill – 23 

yes; Overholtzer – no; Pattee – yes; Prescott – yes; Stevens – yes; Sullivan – yes; 24 

Wortmann – no.  MOTION CARRIED.  (The Husseys were present telephonically since 25 

they were unable to attend the meeting in person.  We offered to move the waiver to 26 

the June meeting but they wanted a response sooner due to Ms. Hussey’s employment 27 

situation and being out of the classroom.) 28 

 29 

Reports/Approvals: 30 

Board Retreat/Meeting in June (19-20):   Any feedback regarding the retreat items 31 

should be sent to Executive Director as soon as possible.  The retreat/meeting will 32 
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take place in Cedar Falls at the James Robinson Administrative Center, 1002 W. 1st 1 

Street. 2 

 3 

Board Operating Guidelines:  The final copy of the Board Operating Guidelines was 4 

given to the board. 5 

 6 

Future Board Meeting Dates:  Another draft of the board meeting dates for FY 15 was 7 

presented for review.  It will be brought back at the June meeting for final approval. 8 

 9 

There being no further business, Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Sara 10 

Arnold, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m. 11 

 12 
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