
STATE OF IOWA 1 

BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL EXAMINERS 2 

Grimes State Office Building – 400 East 14th Street 3 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0147 4 

 5 

Minutes 6 

June 19, 2014 – Board Retreat 7 

 and  8 

June 20, 2014 – Board Meeting 9 

 10 

The Board of Educational Examiners (BoEE) held its board retreat at the Cedar Falls 11 

Community Schools’ District Office in Cedar Falls, Iowa, on June 19, 2014.  Laura 12 

Stevens, Chair, called the meeting to order.  Members attending were Sara Arnold, Dr. 13 

Brad Buck, Dan Dutcher, Brenda Garcia-Van Auken (arrived at 11:50 a.m.), Dr. Larry 14 

Hill, Ann Lebo, Mary K. Overholtzer, Dr. Andy Pattee, Dr. Jay Prescott, Dr. Anne 15 

Sullivan and Richard Wortmann.  Also in attendance was Duane Magee, Executive 16 

Director and Darcy Lane, Attorney/Investigator.  September Lau, Assistant Attorney 17 

General and Jim McNellis, Investigator, were unable to attend.  (Laura Stevens left the 18 

meeting at 12 noon.) 19 

 20 

DiSC Review 21 

Dr. Buck provided a DiSC review for the board members. 22 

 23 

Special Education Rule Revisions 24 

Mike Cavin, BoEE Consultant, along with some of the members of the Special 25 

Education Endorsement Committee (Michael Fitzpatrick, Roxanne Cumings, Kristi 26 

Wickre, Chris Curran and Dawn Jacobsen), discussed with the board possible 27 

changes to the special education endorsements. Two options were proposed to replace 28 

the current K-8/5-12 Instructional Strategist I: Mild/Moderate, K-12 Instructional 29 

Strategist II: Behavior Disorder/Learning Disabilities, and K-12 Instructional 30 

Strategist II: Intellectual Disabilities. Both options are attempts to increase specific 31 

preparation requirements of special education teachers (both in general education and 32 

special education preparation), address the non-categorical delivery models of special 33 



education, and include Iowa’s specific special education issues and practices. Further 1 

discussion took place at the board meeting on Friday, June 20, 2014. 2 

 3 

Review Legislative Items 4 

Darcy Lane provided the board with a review of the past legislative session.  This 5 

included HF 2389 and HF 2474.   6 

 7 

Substitute Authorization Revisions 8 

Two options were discussed:  Option 1 would expand the substitute authorization 9 

authority to elementary as well as secondary classrooms for candidates who currently 10 

hold a professional service license (such as elementary guidance counselors) or a 11 

degree in elementary education or early childhood.  Option 2 would expand the 12 

authority for all substitute authorization holders. 13 

 14 

Activities Administration Authorization 15 

A rule proposal was developed to allow an individual with a degree in athletic 16 

administration or a related field to serve in the role of an activities director, if the 17 

individual meets certain requirements for an activities administration authorization.  18 

Currently, a teaching or administrative license is required to hold this position.  19 

Further discussion took place on Friday, June 20, 2014. 20 

 21 

Ethics Training and Teacher Preparation 22 

One of the paramount goals of the Board is to create clear guidelines and expectations 23 

for Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics education for educators. This series of 24 

changes will allow educators to complete current and relevant training as a condition 25 

of licensure renewal, and also for the first issuance of a license when it is not already 26 

covered in the preparation program. Chapter 272.2 also states that the board shall 27 

provide this training to any person who holds a license, certificate, authorization, or 28 

statement of professional recognition. Further discussion took place on Friday, June 29 

20, 2014. 30 

  31 

 32 

 33 

 2 



Licensure Renewal Options 1 

There was discussion regarding possible licensure renewal rule change options.  The 2 

board received updates on current BoEE discussion regarding competency based 3 

renewals, CEUs, and various renewal options and practices available in other states.  4 

Further discussion took place on Friday, June 20, 2014. 5 

 6 

Goal Setting 7 

The board discussed its goals for FY 2015. 8 

 9 

Presentation 10 

There was a presentation regarding restructuring field experiences and expanding 11 

professional development schools at the University of Northern Iowa (UNI).  Presenters 12 

included:  Becky Hawbaker, UNI Coordinator of Field Experiences, Debra Beving and 13 

Jarith Witt, Lincoln Elementary School in Cedar Falls and Curt Nielsen, UNI Field 14 

Experience Coordinator at Lincoln Elementary School. 15 

 16 

New Licensing System 17 

There was a preview of the BoEE’s new licensing system.  Abe Reese of Aspex 18 

Solutions conducted the presentation. 19 

 20 

The retreat adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 21 

 22 

The board held its monthly meeting on June 20, 2014, at the Cedar Falls Community 23 

Schools’ District Office, in Cedar Falls, Iowa.  Executive Director Magee called the 24 

meeting to order.  Members attending were Sara Arnold, Dr. Brad Buck, Dan Dutcher, 25 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken (left the meeting at 12:30 p.m.), Dr. Larry Hill, Ann Lebo, 26 

Mary K. Overholtzer, Dr. Andy Pattee, Dr. Anne Sullivan and Richard Wortmann.  Also 27 

in attendance was Darcy Lane, Attorney/Investigator and September Lau, Assistant 28 

Attorney General.  Dr. Jay Prescott, Laura Stevens and Jim McNellis, Investigator, 29 

were unable to attend. 30 

 31 

Introductions were made by board members and BoEE staff members that were 32 

present. 33 

 3 



Mr. Magee asked for nominations for board chair for FY 15.  Larry Hill moved, with a 1 

second by Richard Wortmann, to nominate Laura Stevens as chair.  There were no 2 

other nominations.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 3 

 4 

Mr. Magee asked for nominations for board vice chair for FY 15.  Andy Pattee moved, 5 

with a second by Anne Sullivan, to nominate Richard Wortmann as vice chair.  There 6 

were no other nominations.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 7 

 8 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, to amend the agenda 9 

to consider the consent agenda (approval of the minutes from the May 9, 2014, 10 

telephonic meeting), after public comment.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 11 

 12 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that the Board go into closed 13 

session for the purpose of discussing whether to initiate licensee disciplinary 14 

proceedings and the decision to be rendered in a contested case, pursuant to Iowa 15 

Code sections 21.5(d) and (f).  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; 16 

Garcia-Van Auken – yes; Hill – yes; Lebo – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Sullivan 17 

– yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.   18 

 19 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, that in case 20 

number 14-18, the Board find that the evidence gathered in the investigation, 21 

including witness statements and the documentary evidence, does not create a 22 

reasonable ground for belief in the existence of facts warranting a hearing, and that 23 

the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this matter.  MOTION 24 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   25 

 26 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in case number 27 

13-129, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following 28 

provisions of the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 29 

25.3(1)(b)(1), 25.3(1)(c), and 25.3(1)(e)(3) and (4) and order this case set for hearing. 30 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 31 

 32 

 4 



Ann Lebo moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 14-25, 1 

the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 2 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e) and order this 3 

case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 4 

 5 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in case number 14-26, the 6 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 7 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e) and 25.3(6)(b) 8 

and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 9 

 10 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, that in case 11 

number 14-27, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following 12 

provisions of the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(1)(c) 13 

and 25.3(1)(e)(3) and (4) and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED 14 

UNANIMOUSLY. 15 

 16 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in case number 14-41, 17 

the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 18 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e) and order this 19 

case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 20 

 21 

Ann Lebo moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, that in case number 22 

13-111, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following 23 

provisions of the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 24 

25.3(1)(b)(1), 25.3(1)(c), (d), and (e)(3) and (4) and order this case set for hearing.  Roll 25 

call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia-Van Auken – yes; Hill – yes; 26 

Lebo – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Sullivan – recused; Wortmann – yes.  27 

MOTION CARRIED.  (Darcy Lane left the room during the discussion of this case in 28 

closed session.) 29 

 30 

Ann Lebo moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 14-40, 31 

the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 32 

 5 



Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e) and order this 1 

case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 2 

 3 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in case number 4 

14-28, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following 5 

provisions of the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e) 6 

and order this case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – 7 

yes; Garcia-Van Auken – yes; Hill – yes; Lebo – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; 8 

Sullivan – recused; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 9 

 10 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, that in case number 14-11 

20, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of 12 

the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(3)(e) and order 13 

this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 14 

 15 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, that in case 16 

number 14-48, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following 17 

provisions of the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 18 

25.3(5)(a)(3) and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 19 

 20 

Ann Lebo moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, that in case number 14-29, the 21 

Board find that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 22 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not create a reasonable ground for 23 

belief in the existence of facts warranting a hearing, and that the Board therefore lacks 24 

probable cause to proceed with this matter.  Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; 25 

Dutcher – yes; Garcia-Van Auken – yes; Hill – yes; Lebo – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee 26 

– recused; Sullivan – yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 27 

 28 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in case number 14-22, the 29 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 30 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(5)(a)(4) and 25.3(6)(l) 31 

and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Duane 32 

Magee left the room during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 33 

 6 



Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in case number 14-23, the 1 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 2 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(5)(a)(5) and 25.3(6)(o) 3 

and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Duane 4 

Magee left the room during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 5 

 6 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, that in case 7 

number 14-04, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following 8 

provisions of the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC –Chapter 25.3(6)(c) 9 

and (d), and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 10 

 11 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case 12 

number 14-10, the Board find that the evidence gathered in the investigation, 13 

including witness statements and the documentary evidence, does not create a 14 

reasonable ground for belief in the existence of facts warranting a hearing, and that 15 

the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this matter.  Roll call vote: 16 

Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia-Van Auken – yes; Hill – no; Lebo – yes; 17 

Overholtzer – no; Pattee – yes; Sullivan – yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 18 

 19 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in case number 13-80, the 20 

Board accepts the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender and that 21 

the Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with no 22 

possibility of reinstatement.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 23 

 24 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case 25 

number 14-02, the Board accept the agreement submitted by the parties, and issue 26 

an Order incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed upon 27 

sanction.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 28 

 29 

Ann Lebo moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, that in case number 30 

13-124, the Board accept the agreement submitted by the parties, and issue an Order 31 

incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed upon sanction.  32 

Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia-Van Auken – yes; Hill – 33 

 7 



yes; Lebo – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Sullivan – recused; Wortmann – yes.  1 

MOTION CARRIED. 2 

 3 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, that in case 4 

number 13-138,  the Board accept the stipulation and settlement submitted by the 5 

parties, and issue an Order incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing 6 

the agreed upon sanction.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 7 

 8 

Ann Lebo moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, that in case number 9 

13-117,  the Board accept the stipulation and settlement submitted by the parties, 10 

and issue an Order incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the 11 

agreed upon sanction.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 12 

 13 

Brenda Garcia-Van Auken moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, that the Board not 14 

initiate review of the proposed decision in case number 13-92, In the Matter of 15 

Robert Brown II, and allow the proposed decision to become the final decision of the 16 

Board unless an appeal is taken by one of the parties within the time allowed by rule.  17 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (September Lau left the room during the 18 

discussion of this case in closed session.) 19 

 20 

Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that the Board not initiate review of 21 

the proposed decision in case number 13-41, In the Matter of Stephanie Johnson, 22 

and allow the proposed decision to become the final decision of the Board unless an 23 

appeal is taken by one of the parties within the time allowed by rule.  MOTION 24 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (September Lau left the room during the discussion of 25 

this case in closed session.) 26 

 27 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, that in case number 13-78, 28 

the Board deny the request for oral argument and table this case, until the August 29 

meeting.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (September Lau left the room during 30 

the discussion of this case in closed session.  Assistant Attorney General Gretchen 31 

Kraemer, conflicts counsel, was present telephonically during discussion of this case 32 

in closed session.) 33 

 8 



Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, to extend the 180-day 1 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 14-04, based upon the 2 

amount of time needed to complete the investigation; the need to schedule the hearing 3 

and the need to review the proposed decision.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   4 

 5 

Case numbers 14-03 and 12-132 were discussed in open session. 6 

 7 

Background regarding case number 14-03:  This case was received on January 15, 8 

2014.  The Board found probable cause at its meeting on March 14, 2014.  Hearing 9 

was set for May 29th but was continued pending the board’s review of a proposed 10 

settlement.  The board staff has not yet received the signed agreement.  Ann Lebo 11 

moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, to extend the 180-day deadline for 12 

issuance of the final decision in case number 14-03, based upon delay in the hearing 13 

due to a request for continuance by both parties to allow the board to review a 14 

proposed settlement.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     15 

 16 

Background regarding case number 12-132:  Heidi Thies’ license was suspended for a 17 

minimum of one year as of April 5, 2013.  The stipulation and order required her to 18 

complete an ethics course and a psychological evaluation prior to applying for 19 

reinstatement.  Ms. Thies submitted proof of completion of the course and evaluation 20 

to board staff.  (The board also received and reviewed a letter from the Harlan 21 

Community School District regarding Ms. Thies’ request for reinstatement.) Anne 22 

Sullivan moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 12-132, 23 

the Board grants the Respondent’s request for reinstatement and issue an order 24 

stating the basis for the suspension no longer exists and it will be in the public 25 

interest for the license to be reinstated.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     26 

 27 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Brenda Garcia-Van Auken, to approve the closed 28 

session minutes for May 9, 2014.    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 29 

 30 

Board Member Reports: 31 

Mary K. Overholtzer addressed the board regarding special education educators and 32 

the burden of data collecting for all special education teachers in our public schools. 33 

 9 



She suggested that we let the Department of Education (DE) know that maybe 1 

something could be changed so that the burden does not fall on so many educators 2 

regarding completion of paperwork rather than working with individual students 3 

within our Iowa public school system.   4 

 5 

Andy Pattee and Mary K. Overholtzer reported regarding their attendance at the 6 

National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification 7 

(NASDTEC) conference that was held June 8-10, 2014, in Kansas City.  Executive 8 

Director Magee and BoEE consultants Joanne Tubbs, Steve Mitchell and Dave 9 

Wempen also attended the conference. 10 

 11 

Executive Director’s Report: 12 

Mr. Magee reviewed the financial report and also reviewed the FY 15 budget.  An 13 

additional handout (cash balances) was distributed.  This was not ready at the time 14 

the board packet was posted. 15 

 16 

Mr. Magee also updated the board on the NASDTEC conference.  He thanked Dr. Buck 17 

and Ryan Wise for their excellent presentation at the conference. He also informed the 18 

board that he will serve as president of NASDTEC for FY 15. (He served as vice 19 

president during FY 14.)  The board congratulated him on this appointment. 20 

 21 

Communication from the Public: 22 

Jean and Jim Hussey addressed the board regarding the board’s denial of Ms. 23 

Hussey’s petition for waiver at the May telephonic meeting.  They also distributed 24 

paper copies of their statements to the board which are attached to these minutes as 25 

Appendix 1 and Appendix 2. 26 

 27 

Carl Smith, a professor at Iowa State University, addressed the board regarding the 28 

proposed rule regarding special education endorsement requirements. 29 

 30 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, to approve the consent agenda 31 

(minutes of the May 9, 2014, telephonic meeting).  MOTION CARRIED 32 

UNANIMOUSLY.     33 

 10 



Rules: 1 

Adopt:   2 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, to adopt the proposed changes to 3 

chapter 22.6 – School Administration Manager (SAM) Authorization.  MOTION 4 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 5 

 6 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, to adopt the proposed changes to 7 

chapter 11.6 – Ruling on the initial inquiry (regarding probable cause).  MOTION 8 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 9 

 10 

Notice: 11 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Andy Pattee, to file under notice of intended action, 12 

the proposed change to chapter 22.3 – School Business Official.  MOTION CARRIED 13 

UNANIMOUSLY. 14 

 15 

Mary K. Overholtzer moved, with a second by Anne Sullivan, to file under notice of 16 

intended action, the proposed changes (Option 2) to chapter 22.2 – Substitute 17 

Authorization.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 18 

 19 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Dan Dutcher, to file under notice of intended 20 

action, the proposed rule, chapter 22 – Activities Administration Authorization.   The 21 

motion was then rescinded when Larry Hill moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, to 22 

table this proposed rule for a future meeting to allow for more data gathering and 23 

further discussion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 24 

 25 

Items for Discussion: 26 

The proposed changes to chapter 14 — Special education endorsement requirements 27 

were discussed and will be brought back for notice at a future meeting. 28 

 29 

The proposed changes to various chapters regarding ethics training as a requirement 30 

for renewal were discussed.  This will be brought back for further discussion at a 31 

future meeting. 32 

 33 

 11 



There was discussion regarding possible licensure renewal rule change options.  1 

Further discussion will continue at a future meeting. 2 

 3 

There are current rules for a preliminary native language teaching authorization which 4 

is valid for five years while candidates complete basic pedagogy courses. A rule was 5 

proposed that after the five years, candidates will need to convert to a full native 6 

language teaching authorization, which is also available to fully licensed teachers who 7 

may be a native speaker of a foreign language.  Discussion on this proposed rule will 8 

continue at a future meeting. 9 

 10 

There was discussion regarding a proposed Montessori authorization and 11 

endorsement.  Further discussion will continue at a future meeting. 12 

 13 

Petitions for Waiver: 14 

Larry Hill moved, with a second by Ann Lebo, that in PFW 14-06 Megan Snakenberg, 15 

the board deny the Petition for Waiver.  Reasons for denial:  The Board received a 16 

petition from Megan Snakenberg requesting a waiver of the requirement for a methods 17 

course to add a business endorsement to her teaching license. Ms. Snakenberg has 18 

taught business for three years under her Class B license.  She requested that the 19 

Board waive the business methods course requirement based on this experience and 20 

her previous methods coursework in the area of social studies.  The Board found the 21 

business methods course would not create an undue hardship.  Time and expense 22 

incurred in completing required coursework is generally not found to create an undue 23 

hardship.  The Board reviewed several past waiver requests pertaining to the methods 24 

course requirement, and found that under these circumstances granting the waiver 25 

could prejudice the substantial legal rights of other applicants who are held to the 26 

requirement.  In previous waiver requests that were granted in this area, the applicant 27 

was most often completely unable to find a methods course that would meet the 28 

requirement.  That is not the case in this request.  The Board found that the methods 29 

course requirement is a valuable component of the preparation for each endorsement, 30 

and did not find clear and convincing evidence that teaching experience in the area 31 

was equivalent to taking the business methods course.   Roll call vote: Arnold – yes; 32 

 12 



Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia-Van Auken – absent; Hill – yes; Lebo – yes; 1 

Overholtzer – no; Pattee – yes; Sullivan – yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED. 2 

 3 

Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Dan Dutcher, that in PFW 14-07 Merenda 4 

(Mandy) Pitt, the board grant the Petition for Waiver.  Reasons for granting: 5 

The Board received a petition from Meranda Pitt requesting a waiver of the rule for the 6 

substitute authorization.  See 282 IAC 22.2(272).  Ms. Pitt holds a baccalaureate 7 

degree from Westwood College in Denver, Colorado.  Westwood College is not a 8 

regionally accredited institution, as required by the rule for the substitute 9 

authorization.  It is, however, accredited by the Accrediting Council for Independent 10 

Colleges and Schools.  Ms. Pitt has worked as a substitute paraeducator and would 11 

like to expand her employment opportunities by obtaining a substitute authorization.  12 

Based on the limited authority granted by the substitute authorization, as well as Ms. 13 

Pitt’s experience working with students, the Board finds it would create an undue 14 

hardship to deny Ms. Pitt’s request to waive the requirement of a baccalaureate degree 15 

from a regionally accredited institution.  The Board has granted waivers in similar 16 

cases.  The Board found granting the waiver would not cause prejudice to the 17 

substantial legal rights of any person.  The rule from which Ms. Pitt seeks a waiver is 18 

not specifically mandated by statute or any other provision of law, and, accordingly, 19 

may be waived by the Board.  The substitute authorization carries limited authority: 20 

the holder cannot substitute teach at the elementary level, and cannot serve for 21 

extended periods of time in one assignment.  The Board finds that Ms. Pitt has 22 

presented clear and convincing evidence that waiving the rule in question to grant her 23 

this authorization would not compromise public health, safety, or welfare.  Roll call 24 

vote: Arnold – yes; Buck – yes; Dutcher – yes; Garcia-Van Auken – absent; Hill – yes; 25 

Lebo – yes; Overholtzer – yes; Pattee – yes; Sullivan – yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION 26 

CARRIED. 27 

 28 

Reports/Approvals: 29 

There was no report given regarding the legislative update since Darcy Lane reported 30 

on this at the retreat.  There was a short discussion regarding the 180-day rule (the 31 

statutory requirement that the board resolve ethics complaints within 180 days) which 32 

will be discussed in greater detail at the August meeting. 33 

 13 



Andy Pattee moved, with a second by Sara Arnold, to approve the board meeting 1 

calendar for fiscal year 2015.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 2 

   3 

Forms were distributed to board members regarding committee assignments for fiscal 4 

year 2015.  The forms were completed by board members, collected and will be 5 

reviewed by Chair Laura Stevens to select the members for the committees.  The 6 

committees are:  Executive Committee, Professional Practices Committee and 7 

Operating Guidelines Committee.  An email will be sent to board members indicating 8 

their assigned committee. 9 

 10 

A special thank you went out to Andy Pattee and his staff for hosting the board retreat 11 

and meeting in Cedar Falls. 12 

 13 

There being no further business, Anne Sullivan moved, with a second by Mary K. 14 

Overholtzer, to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 12:55 p.m. 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 
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 33 
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