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STATE OF IOWA 2 

BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL EXAMINERS 3 

Grimes State Office Building – 400 East 14th Street 4 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0147 5 

 6 

Minutes 7 

 8 

June 23-24, 2011 9 

 10 

The Board Orientation was held on June 23, 2011.  Executive Director, Dr. George 11 

Maurer, called the meeting to order.  Members attending were Tammy Duehr, Dr. 12 

Jason Glass, Dr. Larry Hill, Merle Johnson (arrived at 1:20 p.m.), Liz Sheka, Dr. Bev 13 

Smith (arrived at 1:50 p.m.), Laura Stevens, Carol Trueg and Richard Wortmann.  Also 14 

in attendance was Julie Bussanmas, Assistant Attorney General.  Julio Almanza, Dr. 15 

Marianne Mickelson and Oscar Ortiz were unable to attend. 16 

 17 

The following items were discussed/reviewed at the orientation:  Orientation 18 

PowerPoint Presentation; Iowa Gift Law; FAQ’s handout; Chapter 11 and internal 19 

complaint process; Chapter 25, How to read legal documents; model motions; and 20 

Operating Guidelines. 21 

 22 

Carol Trueg moved, with a second by Merle Johnson , that the Board recess until 9:30 23 

a.m., Friday, June 24, 2011.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 24 

 25 

The Board of Educational Examiners held its monthly meeting on June 24, 2011.  26 

Dr. George Maurer, Executive Director, called the meeting to order for election of 27 

officers.  Members attending were Dr. Bev Smith, Tammy Duehr, Jason Glass, Dr. 28 

Larry Hill, Merle Johnson, Liz Sheka, Laura Stevens, Carol Trueg and Richard 29 

Wortmann.  Also in attendance was Julie Bussanmas, Assistant Attorney General.  30 

Julio Almanza, Dr. Marianne Mickelson and Oscar Ortiz were unable to attend. 31 

 32 

 33 
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Merle Johnson moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, to nominate Dr. Bev Smith as 1 

chair of the board.  There being no further nominations, Dr. Larry Hill moved, with a 2 

second by Laura Stevens, to close nominations.    MOTION CARRIED 3 

UNANIMOUSLY.  Dr. Smith was appointed chair.   4 

 5 

Dr. Maurer turned the meeting over to Dr. Smith for nominations for vice chair.  6 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, to nominate Laura Stevens 7 

as vice chair of the board.  Dr. Hill moved, with a second by Merle Johnson, to close 8 

nominations.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  Laura Stevens was appointed as 9 

vice chair.   10 

 11 

Merle Johnson moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, to approve the agenda.  MOTION 12 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 13 

 14 

Merle Johnson moved, with a second by Tammy Duehr, to approve the consent 15 

agenda.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 16 

 17 

Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Tammy Duehr, that the Board go into closed 18 

session for the purposes of discussing whether to initiate licensee disciplinary 19 

proceedings and discussing the decision to be rendered in a contested case, pursuant 20 

to Iowa Code sections 21.5(1)(d) and 21.5(1)(f).    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 21 

 22 

Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 10-23 

66, the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of 24 

the Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC 25.3(3) b, 25.3(4) 25.3(6)l, r and 25 

order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   26 

 27 

Tammy Duehr moved, with a second by Laura Stevens, that in case number 11-29, 28 

the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 29 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC 25.3(4) b and 25.3(6) c and order 30 

this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   31 
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Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 11-1 

30, the Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 2 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 3 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 4 

matter.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   5 

 6 

Tammy Duehr moved, with a second by Laura Stevens, that in case number 11-32, 7 

the Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 8 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC 25.3(5)a(4), 25.3(6)1, m, r, and 9 

order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   10 

 11 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Tammy Duehr, that in case number 11-12 

33, the Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 13 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 14 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 15 

matter.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   16 

 17 

Tammy Duehr moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 11-18 

34, the Board finds that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 19 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 20 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 21 

matter.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   22 

  23 

Tammy Duehr moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that the Board not initiate 24 

review of the proposed decision in case number 10-55, In the Matter of Anthony 25 

Curtis, and allow the proposed decision to become the final decision of the Board  26 

unless an appeal is taken by one of the parties within the time allowed by rule. 27 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.     28 

 29 

Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Tammy Duehr, that the Board not initiate 30 

review of the proposed decision in case number 10-12, In the Matter of Debra Welk, 31 

and allow the proposed decision to become the final decision of the Board unless an 32 
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appeal is taken by one of the parties within the time allowed by rule.  (Julie 1 

Bussanmas, Assistant Attorney General and Beth Myers, Attorney/Investigator, left 2 

the room during the discussion of this case.)  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   3 

 4 

Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Tammy Duehr, that in case number 11-23, 5 

the Board accepts the Respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender and 6 

that the Board issue an order permanently revoking the Respondent’s license with no 7 

possibility of reinstatement.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   8 

 9 

Tammy Duehr moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in case number 10-10 

39, the Board accept the stipulation and settlement submitted by the parties, and 11 

issue an Order incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed 12 

upon sanction.  Roll call vote:  Duehr – yes; Glass – no; Hill – yes; Johnson – yes; 13 

Sheka – yes; Smith – yes; Stevens – yes; Trueg – yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION 14 

CARRIED.   15 

 16 

Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Tammy Duehr, that in case number 10-36, 17 

the Board accept the stipulation and settlement submitted by the parties, and issue 18 

an Order incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed upon 19 

sanction.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   20 

 21 

Tammy Duehr moved, with a second by Laura Stevens, that in case number 10-09, 22 

the Board not accept the proposed settlement from James Gilliam on behalf of Brian 23 

Rodemeyer.  Roll call vote:  Duehr – yes; Glass – yes; Hill – recused; Johnson – yes; 24 

Sheka – yes; Smith – yes; Stevens – yes; Trueg – yes; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION 25 

CARRIED.    26 

 27 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Laura Stevens, to extend the 180-day 28 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case numbers 11-01, 11-03, 11-04, 11-29 

07, 11-09 and 11-10, based upon the extraordinary amount of time needed to 30 
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schedule the hearing, allow review of the proposed decision, and issue a final decision.  1 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   2 

 3 

Board Reports: 4 

Tammy Duehr attended the training offered by ISEA for the ethics course and will then 5 

be able to teach it.  The course will be very proactive for teachers and administrators.   6 

Dr. Smith suggested that a representative from ISEA give an overview of the course at 7 

a future meeting.   8 

 9 

Richard Wortmann, Dr. Larry Hill, Tammy Duehr, Carol Trueg and Dr. Bev Smith will 10 

be attending the Education Summit in July. 11 

 12 

Public Comment:  13 

No public comment. 14 

 15 

Executive Director’s Report: 16 

Dr. Maurer reviewed the financial report. 17 

 18 

Rules: 19 

Merle Johnson moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, to file under Notice of Intended 20 

Action, the proposed changes to Chapter 13.17 Specific requirement for exchange 21 

licenses.    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   22 

 23 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Merle Johnson, to file under Notice of 24 

Intended Action, the proposed change to Chapter 13.28(12) Mathematics.  MOTION 25 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   26 

 27 

Dr. Hill moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, to file under Notice of Intended Action, 28 

the proposed change to 13.28(17) Science.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   29 

 30 

 31 
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Dr. Hill moved, with a second by Laura Stevens, to file under Notice of Intended 1 

Action, the proposed change to 22.5 Preliminary Professional Career Authorization.  2 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   3 

 4 

Items for Discussion: 5 

The proposed changes to Chapter 13.9 Teacher Intern License were discussed and will 6 

return again for further discussion with suggested revisions.   7 

 8 

Petitions for Waiver: 9 

Laura Stevens moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, that in PFW 11-07, Shannon 10 

Horton, the Board grant the Petition for Waiver.   Reasons for granting:  The Board 11 

agreed that working in a middle school as a teacher librarian for just 7th and 8th 12 

graders would be impractical.  It would be a hardship to indicate that only the other 13 

teacher librarian could work with the 5th and 6th graders.  The Board indicated since 14 

the endorsement is valid for grades 5-12, it would not be prejudicial to allow Ms. 15 

Horton to serve in grades 5 and 6 during her internship.  MOTION CARRIED 16 

UNANIMOUSLY.  17 

 18 

Dr. Glass moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, that in PFW 11-10, Kelly Danilson, 19 

the Board grant the Petition for Waiver.  Reasons for granting:  The Board reviewed the 20 

information on the credits which included lecture, reading, laboratory and internship 21 

work.  Ms. Danilson spent 1,282.5 hours in labs learning content and perfecting her 22 

skills.  She also spent 180 hours on an internship. The Board noted that the 23 

preparation would add depth and breadth to her family and consumer science 24 

teaching endorsement.  The Board indicated the course is completed through an 25 

accredited institution; it is just not regionally accredited.  The Board thought the 26 

students’ welfare would be positively affected to have a certified chef share her 27 

expertise with her culinary arts students.  Roll call vote:  Duehr – yes; Glass – yes;  28 

Hill – no; Johnson – yes; Sheka – no; Smith – yes; Stevens – yes; Trueg – yes; 29 

Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.   30 

 31 
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Merle Johnson moved, with a second by Richard Wortmann, that in PFW 11-11, 1 

Buena Vista University, the Board deny the Petition for Waiver.  Reasons for denial:   2 

Several individuals on the Board indicated that when a new requirement becomes 3 

effective for a K-12 building, the teachers and administrators must change quickly. 4 

They are not provided five years to implement the change.  The rule for the new 5 

elementary education endorsement requirements has gone through the rule making 6 

process which has provided over a year for the university to begin working on the new 7 

requirements.  The Board indicated that each institution has been provided the same 8 

time line.  No other institution has requested a waiver of the rule timeline.  The Board 9 

stated it would be prejudicial to others to grant this waiver for one institution when 10 

the other institutions have been working diligently to meet the deadline.  Roll call vote:  11 

Duehr – yes; Glass – yes; Hill – recused; Johnson – yes; Sheka – yes; Smith – yes; 12 

Stevens – no; Trueg – no; Wortmann – yes.  MOTION CARRIED.   13 

 14 

Merle Johnson moved, with a second by Dr. Hill, that in PFW 11-12, Jill Bryant, the 15 

Board deny the Petition for Waiver.  Reasons for denial:  The Board stated that Ms. 16 

Bryant could complete education classes that would add depth and breadth to her 17 

license even if they are not offered by the university where she currently works.  The 18 

courses do not need to be completed on the graduate level and they are not required to 19 

only be in counseling.  Numerous courses are also offered online.  Ms. Bryant may 20 

apply for an extension of her master educator license if she needs a valid license in 21 

order to conduct the research.  The Board indicated it has always required recent 22 

course work for renewal and has not waived this requirement in the past due to 23 

obtaining a doctorate degree.  It would be prejudicial to others to grant this waiver 24 

when Ms. Bryant has not completed any course work in the last six years.  MOTION 25 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  26 

 27 

Richard Wortmann moved, with a second by Laura Stevens, that in PFW 11-13, Joel 28 

Foster, the Board grant the Petition for Waiver.  Reasons for granting:  The Board 29 

agreed that Mr. Foster should not have to choose between his studies and his home 30 

while fighting the flooding.  The Board indicated it had allowed individuals additional 31 

time to complete renewal requirements when the flooding of 2008 and 1993 occurred.  32 
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It would not be prejudicial to allow Mr. Foster additional time to complete his 1 

superintendent course work.  Roll call vote:  Duehr – yes; Glass – yes; Hill – yes; 2 

Johnson – no; Sheka – yes; Smith – yes; Stevens – yes; Trueg – yes; Wortmann – yes.  3 

MOTION CARRIED.   4 

   5 

Reports/Approvals: 6 

Dr. Maurer reviewed the tentative agenda for the August 4th board retreat.  Because of 7 

our conversations regarding ethics, he proposed that part of the retreat include a 8 

presentation by Troy Hutchings from Northern Arizona University.  Mr. Hutchings has 9 

been involved with professional practices and ROTC organizations regarding decision-10 

making and ethics.  The agenda would also include discussion regarding the summit 11 

and board goals. 12 

 13 

The Board reviewed a report prepared by Dr. Kris Crabtree-Groff on teacher 14 

candidates by endorsement. 15 

 16 

Dr. Maurer discussed the proposed budget for FY 12. 17 

 18 

Dr. Maurer and Beth Myers updated the Board on the NASDTEC Annual Conference 19 

which they attended on June 5-8, 2011, in Sacramento, California.  The conference 20 

was excellent—especially the presentation by Troy Hutchings.  The Professional 21 

Practices Conference will be held in October in Little Rock, Arkansas.   22 

 23 

Geri McMahon reviewed the ethics report which included survey data collected from 24 

each teacher preparation institution.  The Board also reviewed the findings from the 25 

data collected regarding the cases over the past several years.   26 

 27 

Dr. Maurer suggested that the Operating Guidelines Committee review/revise the 28 

Board Operating Guidelines since they were not reviewed last year. 29 

 30 
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Dr. Maurer distributed slips and asked the Board to write down their first and second 1 

choices of the committee they wish to serve on.  The committees are:  Executive 2 

Committee, Professional Practices Committee and Board Operating Guidelines 3 

Committee.  The Operating Guidelines state that there by four board members on each 4 

committee.  The Chair, Dr. Smith, is automatically on the Executive Committee.  5 

Committee assignments will be emailed in July after Dr. Smith reviews/assigns board 6 

members to the committees. 7 

 8 

Beth Myers provided the Board with an update of the FY 11 legislative session. 9 

 10 

Dr. Maurer updated the Board regarding additional programs that will be purchased 11 

for the iPads which they use to view the board packet.  We are in the process of 12 

purchasing two additional programs for the iPad—a tab program and notes program. 13 

 14 

Dr. Smith moved, with a second by Carol Trueg, that the Board go into closed session 15 

for the purposes of discussing the evaluation of the executive director, pursuant to 16 

Iowa Code section 21.5(1)(i).  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  17 

 18 

Dr. Smith asked that it be entered into the minutes that Dr. Maurer notified the Board 19 

of his intent to retire on February 2, 2012.   Dr. Hill moved, with a second by Merle 20 

Johnston to accept, with our gratitude.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  21 

 22 

There being no further business, Dr. Smith asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  23 

Merle Johnson moved, with a second by Carol Trueg.    MOTION CARRIED 24 

UNANIMOUSLY.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m.  25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 


